
Aanii, 

My name is Zhoomingwe Naganashe. I grew up in the beautiful city of 
Petoskey where most of my family has lived throughout their life. I am 
the son of Lisa Naganashe and Rick Dewey. My grandparents are 
Arlene and Jim Naganashe. I’ve had the opportunity to grow up within 
the culture because of them. With support from elders, citizens, and 
my family, I’ve chosen to carry out the role of the Nimkii clan; to step 
up and get things done not because you want to, but because it’s 
needed. The areas of concern I will focus my work in is community 

involvement and cultural knowledge, economic development and diversity, healthcare, and 
youth development, empowerment, and engagement. 

There have been a lot of discord and strife within the tribe at every level. Despite our many 
differences, we must put our minds together to progress LTBB with unity. I would like to involve 
the community in big decisions as it should be. We must work together for the protection of 
our cultural resources; it is vital to the perpetuation of Anishinaabek culture, customs, 
languages, and sovereignty 

Affordable housing is and has always been an issue, including sub-standard housing facilities. 
One structure that would be good transitional housing for single or small families are tiny 
homes. Along with adequate housing, we need to invest in infrastructure that will increase 
employment, lower energy costs, and supply opportunities. I want to bring the ideas of having 
our own energy sources to power LTBB like solar energy, wind turbines, hydro turbines, tidal 
turbines, etc. The construction of facilities, continuing operations and maintenance of facilities 
and equipment, and the opportunities it would bring to tribal and non-tribal businesses and 
individuals. 

There’s been an issue within tribal communities with a wide array of substance abuse and 
misuse, especially with adolescents. A way to combat those issues, including other health 
problems is to follow what our ancestors have done using traditional medicines; this also 
includes cannabis. With production and distribution of cannabis, I will make sure that there are 
policies and procedures in place to protect the development of the youth. Another thing is 
having healthcare for all. I would like to see LTBB taking care of all its citizens. We need to work 
towards not having to rely on the federal government for our lives and resources. 

I have a vision of the youth actively taking part in the progression of the tribe and carrying their 
cultural values high with pride. They are one of the most important area of concerns and 
passions I have. I will promote youth engagement and encourage them to actively take part 
with the development and progression of the tribe. Council could continue a youth council that 
would empower them to advocate on issues afflicting tribal sovereignty. It’s time to start 
listening to the youth, not thinking for them. We need to look towards future when decisions 
are made. Every decision will affect the next seven generations and on. 

Miigwech. 


